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On May 25, unionized workers at the Santos port (Sao Paulo state), Brazil's largest, voted to strike
for an indefinite period beginning June 1 to protest government plans for mass dismissals. National
Port Workers Coordinating Committee member Sergio Soares said the vote was almost unanimous.
The Port Authority at Santos, said Soares, has announced plans to dismiss 3,850 of a total 10,800
union workers. Most of the nation's coffee and manufactures exports, and some soybean and
soybean derivative products are shipped from Santos. On May 29, unions at Rio de Janeiro ports
and the Rio Grande port (Rio Grando do Sul state) voted to join the strike. Union officials said they
would initially limit the strike to eight days. Brazil's second-largest port is Rio de Janeiro, shipping
mainly iron ore, coffee and manufactures. Rio Grande is a minor soybean and soybean product
port. Soares said that if there is one firing of a union member during the eight days, the strike will
automatically shift to an indefinite period. Unions at the Paranagua port (Parana state) voted May
30 to join the strike for eight days. The government has called for an overall reduction of 360,000
jobs among federal government agencies and state- controlled enterprises. Federal employees total
an estimated 1.6 million, according to KRF. In April and May of 1989, striking dock workers closed
the Santos port for 22 days, demanding a 192% wage hike. Other ports were closed intermittently
during the same period. The strike ended with the workers obtaining a 37% salary increase. (Basic
data from Knight Ridder Financial, 05/27/90, 05/29/90, 05/30/90)
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